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Project sponsor: SWestrans / Sustrans / Dumfries and Galloway Council 

Design organisation: Engineering Design 

Local Authority: Dumfries and Galloway Council 
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Date of audit: 28/05/2014 

 

 

THE PROPOSED ROUTE ALONG A709 ROAD. 

 

LEGEND: 

Multi use path (off the road) 

On the road path (shared)    

Alternative route                

 

 

Assessment of 

existing 

situation and 

design 

objectives 

 

Assessment was carried against Context Report Design Objectives (Cycling 

by Design 2010 (Revision 1, June 2011). 

 

Existing situation: 

A709 road is the only connecting link between Lockerbie and Lochmaben. 

The road has 60 mph speed limit, is two way and single trafficed. The road is 
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prone to accidents, with grass verges. The width of the verges varies. For the 

protection from A709 traffic pedestrians have to climb onto the grass verge 

where possible. 

Annual average daily flow on A709 on the bridge identified the following 

numbers and users: 

Cyclists 3 

Cars 4930 

Buses and Light Goods vehicles 1069 

HGV’s 502 

TOTAL 6541 

 

Due to the existing road geometry, traffic intensity and traffic daily flow 

results the road is unlikely to be used by pedestrians and equestrians. 

The proposed path alignment: 

From Lochmaben side it is proposed to start the path by extending the 

existing pavement on A709 and joining to the dismantled railway line. The 

path would continue on the railway line till Arla Foods Ltd premises. This 

part of the route would be shared between cyclists and pedestrians for 1768m 

distance. 

From the private access road (Arla Foods Ltd) the path users are expected to 

share the road for 410m with the rest of the traffic untill the junction with 

A709. 

From the junction the path line is proposed to be constructed on the North 

side of the road. At the bridge the path users will be expected to cross it 

together with A709 traffic with readjusted traffic lights. After the bridge 

cyclists and pedestrians would join an off the road constructed path again. 

A709 is proposed to be crossed twice: before the Shillahill farm and on the 

junction with C91A. 

At the A709 / C91A junction cyclists and pedestrians are expected to join and 

follow C91A for 290 m and U337A for 1675m till the junction with B7076. 

C91A and U337A are single track roads with no passing places for cars, with 

varying gradients. B7076 road has mandatory cycle lanes but has no crossing 

points at the moment. 

To reach the Lockerbie town centre the users will have to continue their route 

following the existing Core or Right of Way paths (500m). 
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LOCKERBIE AREA CORE PATH MAP. 

 

 

RIGHT OF WAY ROUTES. 

 

LEGEND: 

                               -  Proposed cyclepath/footpath route 

                               -  Core Path 

                               -  Right of Way  

                               -  Dumfries – Lockerbie A709 road  

 

 The distance between the town centres with this option is approximately 

6362m: 1768m (dismantled railway line) + 374m (shared route) + 1558m (off 

A709 road) + bridge crossing (202m) + 1960m (shared route) + 500m (core 

path). 

 

 

LOCKERBIE 

CORE PATH 
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Longitudinal 

Facilities  

 

Assessment of the appropriateness of the proposed facilities for cyclists: 

The proposed new path alignment line is segregated from A709 traffic and is 

anticipated for utility and leisure use by: 

a) tourists, 

b) children (all skill levels), 

c) college students, 

d) elderly people, 

e) Arla Foods Ltd employees and other work related commuters. 

 

The link would profit Halleaths citizens, caravan park visitors and Arla Foods 

Ltd factory providing a safe and convinient route along the way. The factory 

is the main area employee with over 300 employees. 

From the Arla Foods Ltd the path is directed to follows the existing road 

towards A709. This might create a hazard to the young and inexperienced 

path users, HGV and farm traffic. Further path follows off the road along 

A709 and joins for a shared use C91A and U337A. This alignment has 6 road 

crossings, two of them are A709 crossings. 

The new to be constructed cyclepath/footpath route is going to have a 175mm 

construction. U338A is a surfaced road and so B7076. 

A709 road has a high accident data record and is within the flooding zone. 

 

Are cyclists sufficiently segregated from traffic, pedestrians and equestrians? 

From the Lochmaben side till Arla Foods Ltd the path is fully segregated 

from the traffic. This segregation is not continuous and further the route 

varies between off the road and the shared use. Along A709 road the path 

construction is proposed to be adjacent to the road, to merge A709 traffic 

before the bridge and steer back to the segregated use after. The bridge traffic 

lights will have to be adjusted to accommodate the cyclists and pedestrians to 

cross the river together with the rest of the traffic. 

On C91A and U337A the path users will have to share the road with the 

traffic. Both roads are used by HGVs and farm traffic. The roads have 

accident record data. 

A topographic survey has not been carried out but it is expected the gradient 

for the new path construction to suit the requirements. The gradient on 
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U337A road is existing and seems to be greater than it is recommended for 

cyclepath and dissabled use. 

 

Are cyclists sufficiently protected from the effect of climatic conditions? 

It is an open path in a countryside with no shedding suggested. The route for 

the path continues through a flooding area. The road itself is liable to fload. 

 

Are the best opportunities for route development taken? 

The dismantled railway line provides safe and attractive cycling and walking 

facility. 

The part of the route along A709 is an attractive and visible route but is under 

a high risk to be flooded. The level of the new proposed path will have to be 

lifted up to the exisitng road level but not higher. This is not going to protect 

the path from beeing flooded. 

 

 

THE LIKELIHOOD TO FLOOD FROM RIVER. 

 

LEGEND: 
 

     - High likelihood of the flooding 

                                 - Proposed cyclepath/footpath route 

                               -  Dumfries – Lockerbie A709 road 
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HIGH LIKELIHOOD TO FLOOD FROM SURFACE WATER. 

  

Further the path users will have to turn away from A709 and join a side road 

(C91A) to continue their trip towards Lockerbie town centre. 

For the consistent, safe and convenient use of the path the route direction in 

the East part of the path should be revised and adjusted in order to create a 

direct route between two town centres. 

 

Is there sufficient integration with other cycle routes and other modes?  

The path could be used for the journey between two towns or Arla Foods Ltd 

as well as as a part of other routes. 

 

 

Crossing 

Facilities  

 

Is the crossing location and type the most appropriate for the needs of users? 

1. Crossing point on U66A (from A709 towards Halleaths) has a 

good visibility, follows the existing surface and is easy to be 

constructed. 

2. The crossing at the Arla Foods Ltd has a good visibilit. The road is 

used by HGVs. This junction will have to set crossing priorities 

for the users safety. 

3. The route merging onto A709 to cross the bridge together with the 

rest of the traffic breaks the consistency of the path and is a safety 

issue for pedestrians. There is accident data record on the bridge 

also. 

4. Two possible crossing points on A709 (near Shillahill farm) need 

to be carefully considered because of the existing road alignment, 

speed, intensity and accident record data including nearby 

A709

THE PATH 
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operating bridge crossing facility. 

5. The merge with C91A traffic needs to be more analysed to secure 

the path users because it is used by HGVs and is a narrow and one 

lane use road. 

6. On the junction where the path would turn to follow U337A (for 

785 metres) the gradient is steep.The visibility and the width of the 

road is limited. A conflict between motorised traffic and cyclists is 

very likely. 

7. The junction on B7076 has a record of a serious accident. The road 

itself is wide enough to accommodate two cars and has mandatory 

cycle lanes. Crossing point should be provided. 

8. To reach the Lockerbie town centre the path users are expected to 

follow the existing core path which has not been checked. 

 

 

 

Constraints 

 

 

1. The private road from A709 to Arla Food Ltd is in frequent use by 

HGVs and other servicing the factory transport means. 

2. Bridge over the river Annan is listed structure Category A. The 

land between the bridge and Shillahill farm is in HER 

archaelogical zone and so the Shillahill farm buildings. 

3. A709 has a high traffic flow. 

4. The land adjacent to A709 is liable to flood. 

5. U337A and C91A are single track use and used by HGVs. 

6. Steep gradient on U337A. 

7. Negotiations with landowners. 

 

 

 

Outputs 

 

 

The use of dismantled railway lines is recommended by SWestrans and 

Sustrans. 28% of the proposed commuter link is following that route. The 

structure of the railway line between Lochmaben and Arla Foods Ltd is 

suitable to be used forming a comfortable, safe and attractive line for 

pedestrians and cyclists. 
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The part where the path is proposed to be constructed along the A709 will be 

liable to flood as the level of the path will not exceed the existing road level. 

The route is not consistent and is constantly varying between the shared and 

segregated use, interrupted by roads crossings. It makes the option less 

attractive for the increased conflict potential at these locations and the need 

for the cyclists to keep slowing down (Shared Use Routes fro Pedestrians and 

Cyclists, Locat Transport Note 1/12). Also the minimum width required for 

vehicles to overtake cyclists on the shared use roads do not correspond with 

the recommendations from LTN 2/08.  

The East part of the path does not provide a direct line towards Lockerbie 

town centre. It is inconsistent and should be more explored. As one of the 

options to be considered and investigated is the alternative route that is 

marked on the map. 

The landowners have not been contacted yet, but their and communities 

involvement will be necessary (8 landowners) after the prefered option will be 

selected. 

 

 


